POST-CRESCENT 
Appleton, Wisconsin 
August 18,. 1962 

A Study of Lung Comer 


Some time this fall a commission of 12 
experts will begin a study of the impact 
of smoking and air pollution upon health. 

The study, which was approved by 
President Kennedy upon the advice of the 
Public Health Service, was originally in¬ 
tended to inquire into the impact of smok¬ 
ing upon health. But it was broadened to 
Include health hazards from air pollution, 
automobile exhaust fumes and other fac¬ 
tors. 

The panel will be chosen from a list of 
150 scientists prepared by the Public 
Health Service and representatives of fed¬ 
eral agencies, medical groups and the to¬ 
bacco industry. Dr. Luther L. Terry, sur¬ 
geon general of the United States Public 
Health Service, will name the members of 
the panel and he or someone designated 
by him will be chairman of the study group. 
It is pointed out that Dr. Terry will have 
the delicate task of naming a panel group 
which will be satisfactory to both the med¬ 
ical associations and the tobacco industry. 

Since tobacco is an $8 billion annual 
Industry in the United States the final find¬ 
ings of such a commission might affect the 
nation’s economy in a wide range of situa¬ 
tions from the tobacco fields to the stock 
market. Nevertheless, the study has been 
ordered because of the contention of the 
. Public Health Sendee that there is evidence 
that smoking is a cause of lung cancer. 
This position has been supported by many 
important figures in the field of medicine. 
However, the huge tobacco industry has 
set up its own research group. This group 
has raised at least some doubt of the valid¬ 
ity of some of the charges that have been 
freely made against cigarettes. The people 
working in the cigarette division of. the 
American Tobacco Company have been 
studied for a number of years as to their 


smoking habits and the effects upon them. 
A report recently published by Jacob 
Cohen, Ph.D., New York University and 
Robert K. Heimann, Ph.D., both of the De¬ 
partment of Research and Development of 
the American Tobacco Company, declares 
that this group of tobacco company workers 
not only had a markedly higher percentage 
of regular cigarette smokers than the gen¬ 
eral Ul S. population but also that the per¬ 
centage of these factory employes consum¬ 
ing upwards of 20 cigarettes daily was 
twice that of the general population. Nev¬ 
ertheless, they claim that "the age-, color-, 
and sex-adjusted mortality rate for all 
causes, for cancer, for respiratory cancer, 
and for cardiovascular-disease in this popu¬ 
lation, are average or lower than average 
when compared with the general popula¬ 
tion rates.” 

The Tobacco Institute, Inc., which is of 
course financed by the tobacco industry, 
quotes the U. S. Public Health Service to 
show that there are wide differences in 
lung cancer death rates between cities of 
comparable size and : in the same geograph¬ 
ical area. New Orleans, it Is said, has a 
lung cancer death rate twice as high'as the 
U. S. average. Charleston, S. C., was 70 per 
cent higher, while New York City, Buffalo, 
Baltimore and Mobile were 60 per cent 
higher. For white women, Shreveport, La., 
showed 90 per cent more lung cancer than 
the national average, and Charleston* S. C„ 
70 per cent more. Lima, Ohio, and Green 
Bay, Wis., were both 60 per cent under the 
national average. For females tabulated, 
Sioux Falls, S. D., and Ogden* Utah, were 
both 80 per cent below the average. 

These statistics indicate that there may. 
well be many factors other than cigarette 
smoking which cause lung cancer. The 
study by an impartial group of scientists 
should be a welcome contribution. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ysnk0000 
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